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The Gospel of Luke 
Lesson 12: Luke 5:12-32 

 
In his flesh, mankind bears the effects of sin inherited (Genesis 3). Defect and disease display 
his inward corruptions; death reveals its magnitude. No sacrifice was sufficient to cure and 
pardon his iniquities; there were none to save him until He spoke: “I am willing; be cleansed. 
Man, your sins are forgiven you…Rise up and walk” (Luke 5:13, 20, 23, NKJV).  
 
 
 

Read Luke 5:12-16. 
 

1. Describe the physical effects of leprosy according to Numbers 12:10, 12 and Leviticus 
13:1-8. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Leprosy was not without stigma. By many it was thought to be a “direct providential 
infliction”.i Individuals such as Miriam (Numbers 12:10-15), Joab (2 Samuel 3:29), Uzziah, 
king of Judah (2 Kings 15:5; 2 Chronicles 26:19-21), and Gehazi (2 Kings 5:27) were 
punished with leprosy for their acts of wickedness. Yet, others contracted the illness 
by no fault of their own.  
 
Strict precautions were taken to protect the community from the outbreak of disease. 
According to Leviticus 13:45-46, what laws governed the leper? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. What social, mental/ emotional, and spiritual pain accompanied the leper’s diagnosis?   
 
 
 
 
 

4. Lepers were considered “walking dead”. What similarities exist between leprosy and 
sin?   
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5. Return to Luke 5. In Luke 17:12, ten lepers dared not approach Christ. Here, the leper 
draws near while revealing the hesitancy in his heart. Similarly, why do we approach 
God timidly? Think on Hebrews 4:16. 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Why might the leper have questioned Christ’s willingness to cleanse him? (v.12) 

 
 
 
 
  

7. What is significant about the way Jesus helps the leper?  (v.13)  
 
 
 
 
 

8. Return to Leviticus, chapter 14, verses 1-9; the initial rituals for healing cleansed lepers. 
It is likely that these rituals were rarely performed.  
 
What might the birds, cedar wood, scarlet fabric, and hyssop have represented? 
(Consider Luke 3:22, the cross, Isaiah 1:18, Matthew 27:48.)  
 
 
 
 
 

9. Return to Luke 5. Why did Jesus instruct the man to make an offering? (v.14) How 
might these rituals have prepared the priests hearts to acknowledge Christ as the 
Messiah? 

 
 
 
 
 

10. Why did Jesus seek solitude? (v.16) 
 
 
 
 

 

Continue reading in Luke 5, verses 17-26.  
 

11. What faith-test lies in verse 19a? 
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12. The needy multitudes would not allow the paralyzed man and his four companions 
(Mark 2:3) to pass. Why mustn’t we allow unfavorable circumstances to keep us from 
obtaining Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 

13. Christ does not reward the man’s companions for doing what they ought: putting a 
man’s needs before their own, loving another as they love themselves. What were 
these men willing to do to bring their friend to Christ? (v.19) Figuratively, how are you 
to do the same?  

14. Consider the manner in which sins were atoned until this moment (see Hebrews 10:1-
4). What declaration is contained in Christ’s statement? 

 

 

 

Read Luke 5:27-32. 

15. Undoubtedly, Matthew the tax collector, also known as Levi, had observed and 

contemplated Christ’s teachings and miracles. Perhaps he longed to be released: set 

free from the scorn and derision that accompanied his profession. What evidence 

supports this idea? (v.28) 

 

 

 

 

 

16. How would Christ’s acceptance of him change his circumstances? 

 

 

 

 

 

17. If Christ calls you to follow Him are you ready and willing to “leave all, rise up, and 

follow Him” (v.28)? Explain. 
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18. Why did Christ’s interaction with “sinners” infuriate the “righteous”?  

 

 

 

 

 

19. What similarities exist between the leper and those in Matthew’s house? (v.31) 

 

 

 

 

 

20. What do Christ’s actions teach us about the manner in which we are to interact with 

the world? 
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Leviticus 13- The Diagnosis of Leprosy 

A. Instructions to the priests for diagnosing leprosy (13:1–59) 

1. The method of examination for leprosy (1–8) 

a. The priest shall examine the sore on the skin of the body: In this sense, the priests served 
as public health officers and diagnosed the disease from this carefully defined criteria, not 
from intuition or guessing. 

b. If the hair on the sore has turned white, and the sore appears to be deeper than the skin 
of his body, it is a leprous sore: The methodology in this passage erred on the side of safety. 
If a person could not be pronounced “clean” with certainty, they were then isolated until they 
could be pronounced clean. 

i. These judgments were based on sound medical diagnosis and concern. They were made 
more with the idea of protecting the community from the outbreak of disease than with 
the idea of the rights of the individual. 

ii. “The Hebrew priest-physicians appear to have been the first in the ancient world to 
isolate persons suspected of infectious or contagious diseases.” (Harrison) 

iii. Illnesses such as smallpox, measles, and scarlet fever might start out with a skin 
condition considered to be leprosy—and the person would be isolated for the necessary 
time until the condition cleared up. This quarantine helped prevent the spread of these 
diseases among the people of Israel. 

2. More on the diagnosis of leprosy (9–44) 

a. And the priest shall examine him: This section clearly shows the very specific rules for 
making a specific diagnosis of leprosy. The specific details given in so many different situations 
emphasize that God did not want this to be guesswork but the result of careful examination. 
Such a serious diagnosis should not be guessed. 

b. It is leprosy: Leprosy was dealt with so seriously because it was such a horrible disease, and 
it was also a dramatic picture of sin and its spiritual operation in human beings. 

i. When leprosy first appears on your skin, it begins as small, red spots. Before too long 
they get bigger, and start to turn white, with a shiny or scaly appearance. Pretty soon the 
spots spread over the entire body and the hair begins to fall out—first from the head, then 
even from the eyebrows. As things get worse, the finger nails and toenails become loose; 
they start to rot and eventually fall off. Then the joints of fingers and toes begin to rot and 
start to fall off piece by piece. The gums start shrinking and can’t hold teeth anymore, so 
each of them is lost. Leprosy keeps eating away at the face until the nose is literally lost, 
and the palate and even eyes rot—and the victim wastes away until death. 

ii. Leprosy is like sin in many ways. There are some good reasons why many ancient rabbis 
considered a leper as someone already dead. Leprosy is like sin in that: 

• It begins as nothing. 
• It is painless in its first stages. 
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• It grows slowly. 
• It often remits for a while and then returns. 
• It numbs the senses—one cannot feel in the afflicted area. 
• It causes decay and deformity. 
• It gives a person a repulsive appearance. 

iii. “These precautions were taken not merely for sanitary reasons, or to guard against 
contagion, for it is not certain that leprosy was contagious, but in order that the people 
might be taught through the parable of leprosy, what a fearful and loathsome thing sin is 
in the sight of God.” (Taylor) 

iv. “Leprosy was indeed nothing short of a living death, a poisoning of the springs, a 
corrupting of all the humours of life; a dissolution little by little of the whole body, so that 
one limb after another actually decayed and fell away.” (Trench) 

3. The result of leprosy (45–46) 

a. His clothes shall be torn and his head bare: Once the diagnosis of leprosy was confirmed, 
everything changed for the leper. They lived in a perpetual state of mourning and in a 
perpetual state of public disgrace (he shall … cry “Unclean! Unclean!”). Furthermore, they 
lived in a perpetual state of isolation (he shall dwell alone). 

b. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone: As stringent as all this was, eventually they Jews 
went further. In the days of Jesus many Jews thought two things about a leper: You are the 
walking dead and you deserve this because this is the punishment of God against you. 

i. Jewish custom said that you should not even greet a leper, and you had to stay six feet 
away from a leper. One Rabbi bragged that he would not even buy an egg on a street 
where he saw a leper, and another boasted that he threw rocks at lepers to keep them far 
from him. Rabbis didn’t even allow a leper to wash his face. 

ii. But Jesus was different. He loved lepers; He touched them and healed them when they 
had no hope at all (Matthew 8:1–4 and Luke 17:11–19). 

iii. Because of modern drugs and treatments, leprosy is almost unknown in the western 
world—the United States’ only two leper colonies have been shut down. But worldwide 
there are some 15 million lepers, almost all of them in third-world nations. 

4. Leprosy in a garment (47–59) 

a. If a garment has a leprous plague in it: In Old Testament times, the term leprosy had a broad 
definition and could include some forms of mold or fungi. 

b. The priest shall examine the plague: The priests had to make careful determination to see 
if a garment might pass on a contagious disease or if it could still be used. 

Leviticus 14—Rituals On the Cleansing of a Leper 
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A. The sacrifice for a cleansed leper (14:1–32) 

1. The first seven days of the ritual (1–9) 

a. Then the priest shall command to take for him who is to be cleansed two living and clean 
birds: In this cleansing ceremony, one bird was killed in an earthen vessel over running water, 
and its blood was applied to a living bird, to some cedar wood, to some scarlet fabric, and to 
some hyssop. Then, using these things, the blood was sprinkled on the one who was cleansed 
from leprosy. Then, the living bird was let go. 

i. This seems to be a picture of Jesus’ death and its spiritual application; a “heavenly” being 
(as a bird is “of the heavens”) dies in an earthen vessel, while remaining clean (because of 
the running water). The death of the bird is associated with blood and water; the blood is 
connected with life (applied to the living bird), and then applied to the one cleansed. 

ii. Cedar wood: Cedar is extremely resistant to disease and rot, and these qualities may be 
the reason for including it here—as well as a symbolic reference to the wood of the cross. 
Some even think the cross Jesus was crucified on was made of cedar. 

iii. The connection with hyssop is also important. Jesus was offered drink from a hyssop 
branch on the cross (Matthew 27:48), and when David said purge me with hyssop in Psalm 
51:7, he was admitted that he was as bad as a leper. 

b. He shall shave all the hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows: After the sacrificial 
ceremony with the birds, the cleansed leper had to wash their clothes and shave off all of their 
hair. They started all over again, as if they were a brand new baby. 

i. Again, this seems to be an illustration of being “born again”—a completely new start. 

2. On the eighth day (10–20) 

a. On the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish: In completing the 
sacrifices for the cleansed leper, offerings were made on the eighth day and sacrificial blood 
was applied to the right ear, the right thumb, and the right big toe, to sanctify and consecrate 
the cleansed leper. This was the same way that the priest was consecrated. 

b. And of the rest of the oil in his hand, the priest shall put some on the tip of the right ear 
of him who is to be cleansed: On the eighth day, oil was also applied to the cleansed leper. It 
was both sprinkled on his body in general and then applied to the ear, thumb, and toe just as 
the blood was. Each of these places on the body was meant to be anointed with oil. 

i. Therefore, a cleansed leper had a special calling and a special anointing. One could not 
go through such a ritual as this and not be changed. 

ii. Since leprosy is a picture of sin, we see how this ritual has spiritual application to ever 
sinner set free by Jesus. 

iii. Since leprosy had no natural cure, it was certain that this ritual was rarely performed—
and when it was performed at the command of Jesus (Luke 5:12–14), it must have been a 
great testimony to the priests at the temple. 

3. Provisions for the poor to fulfill the ritual for a cleansed leper (21–32) 



www.coffeetalk.org ©2015 Julie West 

B. Leprosy in a house (14:33–57) 

1. Diagnosis of leprosy in a house (33–42) 

a. It seems to me that there is some plague in the house: Just as with the instructions 
regarding leprosy in garments in Leviticus 13, this uses a broad defining of leprosy that can 
include fungus and mold infestations. These instructions helped promote hygienic dwellings 
in Israel. 

2. Cleansing the house infested with leprosy (43–53) 

3. Summation of the laws of leprosy (54–57)ii 

 

 

 

Easton’s Bible Dictionary 

Leprosy was “the outward and visible sign of the innermost spiritual corruption; a meet 
emblem in its small beginnings, its gradual spread, its internal disfigurement, its dissolution 
little by little of the whole body, of that which corrupts, degrades, and defiles man’s inner 
nature, and renders him unmeet to enter the presence of a pure and holy God” (Maclear’s 
Handbook O.T). Our Lord cured lepers (Matt. 8:2, 3; Mark 1:40–42). This divine power so 
manifested illustrates his gracious dealings with men in curing the leprosy of the soul, the fatal 
taint of sin.iii 
 
 

i Easton, M. G. (1893). In Easton’s Bible dictionary. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
ii Guzik, D. (2004). Leviticus (Le 13–14:57). Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik. 
iii Easton, M. G. (1893). In Easton’s Bible dictionary. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
 

                                                           


