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Hearing God’s Voice 

Introduction… 

“This evening, I have been asked to speak on the subject of 

‘Hearing God’s Voice’. This is a very sensitive subject; one that 

requires great personal vulnerability and careful handling of 

God’s Word. As you know, and probably have experienced, there 

are great abuses of terms such as ‘God said’. And as a result, the 

faith of many has been shipwrecked. 

Over the course of my very short life, the Lord has spoken to my 

heart countless times. At times I have left His presence, His 

words powerfully seared upon my heart and mind. Early in my 

relationship with Him, as I sat on the couch with His word open 

before me, unable to lift my head, tears streaming down my 

face, while He spoke Titus 1:1 to me. It says, ‘I have been sent to 

bring faith to those God has chosen and to teach them to know 

the Truth that shows them how to live godly lives.’ In that 

moment, He revealed my calling. Although it was not audible, I 

heard God speak and I walked away distinctively different. From 

that time forward, without intent, EVERY work, word, or writing 

done for His name’s sake was marked by that verse. It still is.  

Over the years many people have said to me, ‘Julie, you hear the 

Lord’s voice with such clarity. He speaks so plainly to you.’ 

Although I do not understand why He has revealed Himself to 

me time and time again, I do know that my ability to discern His 

voice began with a hunger for His Word and a heart that said, 

‘Speak Lord, for your servant hears.’ And when He spoke, I 

responded, ‘Yes, Lord. Let it be done according to Your will.’ 
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From my perspective, I am no one special; should He not speak 

this way to all people? 

I have heard many believers say, ‘God does not speak to me’. 

After hearing this statement countless times, I began to question 

its validity. Does the Word of God not state otherwise? If you 

have placed your faith and trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior, the Holy Spirit—the Helper, or parakletos, which means 

‘one of the same’ when referring to Christ—dwells inside of you. 

We are told in the 14th and 16th chapters of John that the function 

of Holy Spirit is to guide you into all truth, making known God’s 

will and ways. (It is He who teaches, convicts, corrects.) It says, 

‘He will speak; and He will tell you things to come’ (John 16:13). 

The words ‘guide’, ‘speak’, reveal’, and ‘declare’ are all used of 

the Holy Spirit. 

So, if the Holy Spirit dwells in each one of you without measure 

and without partiality, why is it that some hear God’s voice 

with clarity and others don’t hear His voice at all?  

As I’ve listened to and conversed with others about this subject 

matter, I have come to the conclusion that hearing God’s voice 

is an issue of the heart: first, an issue of what one believes 

about God, and then, an issue of faith and Lordship.  

My heart’s desire is that you would intimately know and trust 

the One who speaks to you, and that you would respond 

obediently when He speaks.  

Let’s pray…  

Tonight we will be in Gospel of John, chapter 10. Verses 1-5 will 

serve as our outline. This passage provides basic principles in 
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regard to hearing God’s voice. This teaching will by no means be 

exhaustive, but is intended to provoke thought. Listen with your 

heart. Engage your imagination. 

It reads, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter by 

the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and 

a robber. But he who enters by the door, is the shepherd of the 

sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his 

voice; and he calls his own sheep out by name and leads them 

out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before 

them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet 

they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, 

for they do not know the voice of strangers’ (NKJV). 

The passage begins by revealing that the Shepherd enters 

through the front door. He is not shrouded in mystery, wearing 

black clothing and a ski mask. He does not play games: ‘Guess 

whether it’s Me!’ His appearance will not produce feelings of 

uncertainty or fear or confusion. He is not the author of such 

things. No, when the Shepherd comes for His sheep, He makes 

Himself known. He shows His face and He speaks clearly and 

directly. The sheep know it is the Shepherd; they are not left 

guessing. 

Verse 3 said that ‘the sheep hear his voice.’ They know its sound. 

They are familiar with its tone and inflections; its pitch and 

volume. They are cognizant of the Shepherd’s unique 

utterances; the words and phrases that are distinctive to Him. 

This Book contains the utterances of God’s heart. On these 

pages are written words from God’s lips. If you do not know His 



4 
 

written words, you will not recognize His spoken words. It is here 

that we become familiar with His nature. The most important 

discipline of the hearer is time spent in God’s Word. 

The Bible is the primary way that God speaks through His Spirit 

into your life. It is Truth; God’s will and ways. If it is God who 

speaks, His words will not contradict the written Word in verse 

or principle. As I stated a moment ago, God speaks clearly and 

directly. He does not play games. He does not leave you 

guessing. When it is Him who speaks you WILL know. He will 

obtain your attention. And He will confirm, affirm, and reaffirm 

His will in a variety of ways.  

God also speaks through others, circumstances, and feelings. 

Because He is God, He can and will, use a variety of means—

spiritual, practical, and impractical—to affirm and reaffirm His 

will for your life. He is God and we cannot put Him in a box, 

saying, ‘This is the way He speaks.’ 

As your Shepherd, He has been entrusted with your care. Listen, 

if He must speak to you through a bush that’s not-really-burning, 

or if He must speak to you though a donkey, after exhausting 

traditional methods of getting your attention (check out the 

story in Numbers 22), He will do it. He can and will speak to you 

through a variety of ways! LOL!  

Visions and dreams, impressions, the words of others, 

circumstances, feelings, bushes and donkeys cannot be trusted 

alone, apart from the written Word. They are used to direct and 

confirm. 
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But this is man’s great error: we look for Him in the miraculous 

while neglecting Him in the everyday. Elijah was cautioned not 

to look for God in the earthquake, wind, and fire, but to listen for 

His still small voice (1 Kings). God speaks to the heart that seeks 

Him in the quiet, through His written Word. Don’t wait for God 

to speak through a donkey because it’s likely that He won’t. You 

must be intentional in your study of the Word! 

I am mindful of the conversation between the rich man and 

Abraham in Abraham’s Bosom. The rich man claimed that the 

people would listen if God did something big. He assured him 

that they would not hear even if One was sent to them who rose 

from the dead. 

95% of the time God has spoken to me it has taken place in the 

quiet, through His written Word. If we will not listen in the quiet, 

it is likely that we will not listen when a neon sign appears before 

us. 

Before we continue in our text, I want to point out another 

principle: When the door opens and the Shepherd appears, the 

sheep must be ready to follow. Timing is everything. They cannot 

turn a deaf ear, remain asleep or indolent in the fold, because if 

they do not respond when the Shepherd calls, they may be 

forfeiting His best for status-quo. He has come to lead them to 

green pastures and still waters. There may be a few blades of 

grass in the safety of the sheep pen… 

Again, verse 3 says, ‘The sheep hear his voice; and he calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out.’ 
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‘He calls his own sheep by name’ (v.3). They are His sheep: 

specially selected, chosen, bought with a price. A dowel has been 

placed in their ear, marking them as His own. (Much like a dulos, 

or bondslave in the Old Testament.) The sheep are known by 

their Keeper. They are not just part of the flock, but individuals. 

The intricacies of their life are well-known. He has given them a 

name and He knows their nature. So we can be sure that the 

Shepherd knows how to speak to the sheep so that they will 

respond to His voice. To some, He need only to speak soft and 

gentle words to elicit a response; others need only to meet His 

gaze in order to follow. And still there are others to whom He 

must speak firmly and sharply, repeating His instructions over 

and over. (I am thinking of my twin sons.) Ha! 

The point is, He knows you. He has called your name and He 

knows your nature. He is intimately acquainted with all your 

ways. He knows how to speak to you so that you will hear and 

respond to His voice.  

Our text continues by saying, ‘[He] leads them out. And when he 

brings out his own sheep, he goes before them’ (v.3, 4). 

The Shepherd knows the plans He has for your life; He has 

written them in His Book before they have come to pass. He 

knows the good works in which you are to walk; for He laid them 

out before He called you to take the first step (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

He knows the path you are to take: ‘This is the way, walk in it.’ 

He knows the day and the hour, the beginning and the end. 

Therefore, you can be assured that He knows when to speak.  
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(You cannot force Him to speak. There are no special prayers or 

dances… Like the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18, no amount of 

fanaticism or self-abasement will summon Him.) 

The Shepherd will prepare you for what lies ahead. He will 

provide many opportunities for you to demonstrate faith, trust, 

and obedience. If hearing God’s voice is a matter of faith and 

Lordship, obedience in the small is imperative to the listener. To 

the faithful, He reveals more of Himself. 

Psalm 32:8 says, ‘I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 

should go; I will guide you with My eye. Do not be like the horse 

or like the mule, which have no understanding, which must be 

harnessed with bit and bridle.’ This verse suggests such an 

intimacy between the Lord and the listener that He only need to 

look into his eyes to instruct him in the way he must go. It also 

warns against fear and stubbornness.  

Our text continues, verse 4, ‘the sheep follow him; for they know 

his voice’.  

When God speaks, He is looking for a response. He does not 

speak to hear Himself talk. He wants your trust and your 

obedience.  

Unlike the thief, He will not prod you in the back or put a noose 

around your neck, forcing you to go where you do not want to 

go. He will not put a harness on your head or a bridle in your 

mouth in order to lead you. When He speaks, you have the 

choice whether or not to follow. 

Earlier I stated that what you believe about the Shepherd will 

determine how you hear and respond. I believe it was Tozer 
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who said, ‘What you believe about God is the most important 

thing about you.’ (Repeat) 

Because He is leading, it is likely that you will not see the 

outcome or destination when He calls. So when He speaks you 

are required to exercise faith. Faith requires trust, or a 

willingness to trust, in the One who speaks.  

Again, what you believe about the Shepherd will determine how 

you hear and respond. Do you trust Him? Do you trust the words 

that He speaks? Do you believe, as Hebrews 11:6 declares, that 

God is who He says He is and that He will do what He says He will 

do? Do you believe His promises? … His promise to keep you and 

perfect that which concerns you; to use all things for your good 

and His glory; His promises to empower and equip and provide? 

And there are many more besides. Do you trust Him? 

If the sheep have misgivings about their Leader, they will not 

follow.  

If you question His ability, His character, or His intentions toward 

you, when He says, ‘Give your enemy a drink’ (Romans 12), or 

‘Get out of your country, from your family, and your father’s 

house, to a land that I will show you…’ (Genesis 12:1, 2), you will 

say, ‘No, it’s not worth the risk.’ You will see and hear but go your 

own way.  

We must trust that the words He speaks are intended to bring 

life! They are not intended to kill, steal or destroy (John 10:10); 

they are not manipulative or underhanded. They will not bring 

harm! (Oh, how we wrestle with this!) 
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Maybe you are not one to question the Shepherds ability, 

character, or intent, but you doubt His goodness toward you. 

Perhaps you say things like, ‘I know He can, but will He do it for 

me?’ 

But hearing God’s voice is not only an issue of trust; it is an issue 

of Lordship, or obedience.  

This is when you say, ‘I am struggling’, or ‘I don’t understand, but 

because you are my Lord, I will obey.’ 

In John 14, there is a direct correlation between obedience to 

the Word and the degree of intimacy that is experienced with 

God. (Think on Moses, Joshua, Daniel, or Paul.) In John 14:21, 23, 

it says, ‘He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he 

who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 

and I will love him and manifest Myself to him’ … ‘If anyone loves 

Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love him, and We 

will come to him and make our home with him.’ 

This verse says that God manifests Himself to the one who 

listens and obeys. This word ‘manifest’ means: ‘to make present 

or evident to the experiences or senses; conceived of as coming 

into sight or view.’ Also, ‘to let oneself be intimately known and 

understood.’ Summarized? The one who listens and obeys will 

experience Him as if He is standing in front of them.  

We all desire to speak with God as a man speaks to His friend! 

In November 2010, I prayed that God would do whatever it took 

to make my husband the man he needed to be. Although Blake 

is another awesome topic, within the next few weeks, the Lord 
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began to speak. I, along with my husband, were asked whether 

we would go wherever the Lord sent us.  

The Lord had been preparing our hearts for some time, providing 

opportunities to demonstrate faith, trust, and obedience. We 

listened and we were faithful to His commands in the small as 

well as the great. Even so, I responded with an excuse. ‘I can’t go 

just ANYWHERE. I have health issues.’ The words had not fallen 

from my lips before I turned the page to read a story of a woman 

with health issues who was better provided for where she was 

going than where she was at. It was the first of many promises 

the Lord would fulfill if I’d leave it ALL behind for His names sake. 

‘I will better provide for you where you are going than where you 

are at.’ I said, ‘I believe You.’ 

The cost was great. If we were to follow the Lord’s voice, we 

would be required to leave it all behind: employment, successful 

ministries, a beautiful home and its contents, private schooling 

for the children, family, friends. EVERYTHING. 

The Lord took great measures to assure us that it was Him. He 

led us through His word, circumstances, and others—practical 

and impractical. We came to believe that if we did not follow, we 

would be in disobedience. After much prayer, we resolved to 

follow Him. 

We were told through the Word that the place we were going 

was broken down and that we were to remove the rubble and 

rebuild its walls. We were told that we would go at the expense 

of the king’s treasury—we need not worry about provisions. We 

were assured through the Word that anything we left behind, we 
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would receive many times more in this life and the life to come 

(Matthew). One morning as I sat quietly before the Lord, I read, 

‘David knew that he had been established when the people 

began to build him a house.’ I didn’t understand what this meant 

to me or why the Lord would cause this verse to rise off the page, 

but I wrote it down. We were also told that we would not be put 

to shame.  

The dominos fell into place and then one day He spoke into our 

circumstances. Through a devotion, He asked, ‘Will you trust Me 

if the results are not favorable?’ We said, ‘Yes’. He said, ‘Wait’. 

And as a result of our obedience to Him, we were jobless and 

homeless for one year. Never were we in want. Although it was 

a struggle at times, we chose not to doubt His Words, nor His 

character. And when our faith was weak, His voice assured us 

that we were in the center of His will. On one occasion, I asked, 

‘Why are You doing this?’ Through a devotional, He replied, ‘I am 

building in you an iron tenacity, so that when you begin the uphill 

climb, it won’t seem like it is uphill anymore. Do not turn to the 

right hand or to the left.’ At the conclusion of that year, we 

arrived in Alpharetta, Georgia. In His sovereignty, He had 

funneled us to the place we are now.  

With Blake’s offer of employment came the news: ‘Health 

insurance for your family is $6 a check’. Within six months of our 

arrival, Blake began the transition of taking over a church that 

had been physically and spiritually broken down. We had left it 

all behind, without asking or expecting anything in return, and 

we received 13 acres of land, a 25,000 square foot building, and 

home that I described as a mold-infested rat hotel, all paid for. 
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Even that was part of the plan. ‘We would know that we had 

been established when the people began to build us a house. 

And that they did. It was gutted and restored. I cannot believe 

that I get to live there! 

Had we not intentionally sought to know God and hear His voice 

through the study of His Word, had we not purposed to trust and 

obey Him, we would not have experienced God in such a radical 

way. We would have forfeited best for status-quo. I would not 

know Him as intimately as I do. And you don’t know the half of 

it! 

God is seeking those who will listen and respond. He wants to 

‘manifest’ Himself to you.  

Finally, verse 5 of John 10 reads, ‘Yet they will by no means follow 

a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 

of strangers.’ 

I want to say only this regarding the last verse: When we examine 

God’s Word in its entirety, we see that God’s people can be 

deceived. If a sheep follows a stranger, it is because he is 

unfamiliar with the voice of the Shepherd, or because he has 

chosen not to listen and instead go his own way. BUT EVEN IF the 

sheep hears incorrectly, if he follows a stranger, or decides to go 

his own way, the Shepherd will go after the lost sheep, speak 

gently to him, and restore him. The Shepherd is his keeper. In 

John 10:28, Jesus says, ‘No one is able to snatch them out of My 

hand.’  

Now let me offer some practical instruction: 
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1. Spend intentional, abundant time in God’s Word, alone, in 

the quiet. 

2. Do not depend solely upon your pastor or others to be 

God’s “medium”.  

3. Remove distractions. (“Seek first the kingdom of God.”) 

4. Pray continually. He will guide your conversation with Him 

whether you realize it or not. 

a. Write down your thoughts, questions, and/or 

concerns.  

5. Come to Him expectantly. (James 1) “What do You have to 

say to me today?” 

a. Approach the Word as a book written to you, for your 

instruction, correction, reproof, and guidance. 

b. When a passage is illuminated—i.e. you find yourself 

going back to it, or thinking on it—record it. 

c. Seek answers to questions, one at a time. “Step one, 

then, step two.” (Example question: “Should I keep 

going?” Example answers may be: “This is the way, 

walk in it. Do not turn to the right or the left.” Or it may 

come in story form: Paul was prevented from going to 

Asia by the Holy Spirit.)  

d. Look for common themes, and/or words. 

i. Oftentimes, I am in several portions of Scripture 

at one time, also a devotional. 

e. Trust that God knows where you are in the Word, in 

the book or devotional you’re reading, etc. (You need 

not flip through its pages in a frantic search.) 

6. He WILL answer. WAIT. (You will always wait longer than 

you want to; He will answer in His way.) 
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7. Until it’s time for the Lord to fulfill what He has spoken to 

you, He will confirm and reaffirm. 

8. Look and listen attentively for Him and His answer. (“If you 

seek Me, you will find Me.”) 

9. When He speaks you may not have understanding, but you 

will have peace. 

a. If you are uneasy, anxious, confused, fearful, etc., it is 

not Him or it is not His timing. WAIT for clarity.  

10. If you are unsure after He has answered, ask for further 

confirmation. (Gideon) 

11. Be flexible.  

a. His thoughts and ways are not our own. (Isaiah 55) 

12. When you are SURE, do not delay. Take the first step, 

knowing He will bring it to completion. (Philippians 1:6) 

13. Seek to honor and obey Him in small things. When He 

has your heart, and your ear, He will entrust you with more.  

 

Let’s pray. Lord, we all want to have like the young Samuel who 

said, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’…” 

Teaching given by Julie West, March 2016. 

 


