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“Just As I Am” 
 
Seventeen years had passed since Mephibosheth first stepped into the throne room to 
receive an undeserved inheritance. And then, unexpectedly, the news came. “All that 
belongs to you has been given to your servant Ziba… at David’s instruction.”  
 
Read the account in 2 Samuel 16:1-4. 

 
 

Slandered 
 

No doubt, the news was shocking. Mephibosheth quickly learned that Ziba, his servant, 
had led the king to believe the broken prince intended to take his throne. The deal had 
been sealed with smooth talk and persuasive gifts.  
 
“He has stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head” (Job 19:9, NKJV). 
 
Mephibosheth’s character was slandered and his inheritance lost based solely on the words 
of another. Slander is described as “the utterance of false charges or misrepresentations 
which defame and damage another’s reputation.”1 Slander first attacks a person’s character 
and then implies an absolute motive or intent. Simply put, it is an attack on the inward 
man; that which is unseen by others and known only to God. 
 
What sort of picture did Ziba paint of Mephibosheth’s “hidden” character? ____________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you pretended to know the intentions of another’s heart? How? _________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Psalm 15:1-3 and Isaiah 59:1-3. What are the implications to those who slander 
others? _________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Turn back to 2 Samuel 9. What can you gather from verses 9-12 that could have possibly 
fueled Ziba’s accusations? ___________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An extended period of time had passed since Ziba, his family and servants were first 
appointed to serve the crippled heir. Yet Ziba had never expressed his dissatisfaction with 
the agreement. What danger lies in allowing resentment to fester? ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What does Proverbs 10:18 tell us about the person who hides an offence? _____________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
1 Merriam-Webster, Inc: Merriam-Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. 9th ed. Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster, 1985, 
c1983 
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What is slander likened to? Read Proverbs 12:18; 25:18. What is the purpose of each 
object? __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19 tells us that God hates slander; its affects are devastating. Read the 
following passages and list its results.  
 

 Proverbs 16:28; 17:9 ____________________________________________________ 

 Proverbs 18:8 _________________________________________________________ 

 Proverbs 26:20 ________________________________________________________ 

 Psalm 31:13 __________________________________________________________ 

 
We have each stood in the place of “accuser” and “accused.” Sadly, much is revealed about 
the depravity of our own heart when we are pointing the finger at others. 
 
Read Matthew 15:1-20 and Luke 6:45. What is disclosed through our speech? __________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The charges against Mephibosheth implied to David that he was thankless for all he’d been 
given. Yet Mephibosheth did not revile in return. Can you keep silent when every part of 
your being screams for justice? Christ did. Read 1 Peter 2:18-23. 
 
What are you to do when you are insulted unfairly? (v. 23). _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Psalm 109:1-5. 
 
 

My Defense 
 

Separated from his king, Mephibosheth could do nothing but wait. When someone 
accuses you falsely it is easier to focus on the wrong they’ve done than it is to focus on what 
is being revealed in your heart through the process. Read Psalm 26:1-12. 
 
When David found himself in a similar situation, he declared his innocence by saying, 
“Put me on trial, Lord, and cross-examine me. Test my motives and my affections” 
(NLT). A motive is “something that causes a person to act.”2 Affections are the feelings and 
emotions that drive you to do, think, and act as you do.  
 

                                                 
2 Merriam-Webster, Inc: Merriam-Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. 9th ed. Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster, 1985, 
c1983 
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If you place a high value on what others think and say about you, slanderous words spoken 
against your character will make this obvious. Ask yourself, “Whom am I living to please?” 
“Does my self-worth lie in the opinion of others, in my reputation, or in my position?” 
Take a minute and discuss the emotional implications of slander.  
 
What did you discover about your motives? _____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Until vindication comes, what must you do to stay pure in your “motives and affections”? 
Read 1 Peter 3:8-17; 4:19. __________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When you are spoken against, your actions will speak louder than your words. How are you 
to handle personal attack according to Psalm 62:1-12? _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

To Learn Your Statutes 
 

What does Psalm 119:71 tell us about the “good” in affliction? ______________________  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Faced with affliction, Mephibosheth was given the opportunity to apply all that he had 
learned through experience and fellowship with the king.   
 
Read Ephesians 4:25-32 and Colossians 3:12-17. Mephibosheth received grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness when he himself was broken and undeserving. According to these verses, how 
can you apply God’s “statutes” when “false charges or misrepresentations” are brought 
against your character? _____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In closing, you have been given a copy of the hymn titled “Just As I Am, Without One 
Plea.” Read through it now. What must you remember when someone slanders you and 
never offers a plea for forgiveness? ____________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 


