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The Gift 
 
“You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut 
away. Then God made you alive with Christ. He forgave all our sins. He canceled the 
record that contained the charges against us. He took it and destroyed it by nailing it to 
Christ’s cross” (Colossians 2:13-14, NLT).  
 
In David’s presence, Mephibosheth’s past slipped away and his future began. He was once 
lost and dead inside, but had been found, and now was free to live (Luke 15:32, NKJV).  
 
 

The Covenant 
 

In Lesson Three we learned of the covenant made between David and Mephibosheth’s 
father, Jonathan. Let’s begin by reviewing the oath made between them.    
 
Describe the terms of the covenant. (1 Samuel 20:14-17). __________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What was the covenant based upon? (1 Samuel 18:3). _____________________________ 
 
For whose sake did David seek, save, and restore Mephibosheth? ____________________ 
 
Imagine Mephibosheth standing before the king. Who had joined them together? 
________________________________________________________________________    
 
Now read John 14:6. Who stands between you and the Father? ______________________ 
 
Because of their great love for each other, Jonathan and David entered into a binding 
agreement—one that would ultimately preserve life amidst death.  
 
 

The Cost 
 

Review 2 Samuel 9:7, 9-13. What gifts and privileges were given to Mephibosheth as a 
result of the covenant? _____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To give a gift is to bestow a favor or an item on another person without expecting anything 
in return. It is given by one person to another for his benefit or pleasure.1 A gift is also 
described as a sacrifice or an offering.  
 
What did the giving of these “gifts” cost David? __________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                 
1 Merriam-Webster, Inc. Merriam-Webster’s collegiate Thesaurus. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 1996, c1998. 
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You may have noticed that the cost to David was very little. He was simply returning a land 
he himself had never purchased, but merely gained when he sat upon the throne. But for 
you and I to be called “daughter”, the cost to our King was great… 
 
Record Psalm 49:8a, 15 in the space provided. __________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________   
 
In Lesson Six, we studied twelve aspects of God’s agape love. The last and most important 
expression of this love has been reserved until now. Read 1 John 4:9-10.  
 
What is the final aspect of God’s agape love? ____________________________________ 
 
What did it cost the Father to demonstrate this love? _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Isaiah 53:4-6. How was Christ expended to redeem your soul from the grave? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did Christ demonstrate all the aspects of agape love through this one act? (Look back 
at Lesson Six.) ____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Romans 5:6-11. 
 
 

Accepted in the Beloved 
 

Thus far in our series, we’ve established that King David saw Mephibosheth differently 
than he saw himself. When David spoke, he never made mention of Mephibosheth’s past 
or his crippled condition.  
 
In Mephibosheth, David didn’t see a crippled outcast, he saw his beloved Jonathan. And as 
his son, Mephibosheth bore Jonathan’s image. Likewise, when the Father looks upon us, 
He sees the One He loves. 
 
Read Romans 8:29. Whose image were you chosen to bear? Can you see Him in yourself? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When the Father sees His beloved Son in you, how does He treat your sin? (Micah 7:19) 
________________________________________________________________________   
 
Ephesians 1:6-7 says, “To the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us 
accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His grace” (NKJV). 
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Read Ephesians 2:14,18; 3:11-12. What access to the Father has been provided through 
Christ? _________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Psalm 32:1 says, “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered” 
(NKJV). 

 
 

Shame Destroyer 
 

Through His Son, we have been given the chance to live (1 John 5:11-13). But as with any 
gift, we have the choice to accept or reject the life He offers us (John 3:35-36).  
 
What has Christ come to accomplish in your life according to Isaiah 61:1-3?2  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what condition will you remain if you choose to reject His gift? ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Romans 10:9-13. What does verse 11 tell us about those who believe in Christ?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mephibosheth’s name means “shame destroyer.” His name represents the life of Christ in 
us. Without the gift that was so freely given by the Father for the redemption of our souls, 
we would still be lost in the barren land, covered by shame.   
 
Read Ephesians 2:1-8, 12-13. 
 
In closing, Deuteronomy 7:8 says, “but because the Lord loves you, and He would keep 
the oath which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty 
hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage…” (NKJV). 

                                                 
2 Jesus applied this scripture to Himself in Luke 4:16-21. 


