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Unconditional Surrender 
Lesson Seven: Pride 

 
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10, NKJV). 
 
In Mark 10:35-45, James and John request to sit in places of honor in the coming kingdom.  
Although their desire for greatness was not sin, Jesus’ response revealed the motive behind their 
request.   
 
In verse 41, we are told that upon hearing their petition to the Lord, the ten became indignant.  
Why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Define pride.  How is pride displayed? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does pride manifest itself inwardly?   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is it possible to walk in complete humility? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pride has been called the root and essence of all sin.  In Isaiah 14:12-14 (also Ezekiel 28:12-19) we 
are told that Lucifer, in all his greatness, desired to be more.  Adam and Eve traded communion 
with God so that they could become more…like Him!  According to C.S. Lewis, “Pride gets no 
pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man.”1 

 
 

SELF-CENTERED 
 

Pride blinds us to our own faults and magnifies the faults of others.  “The more we have it 
ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.”2  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does pride affect how you relate to others? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                 
1 Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. New York, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1943. 110. 
2 Lewis, 109. 
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Read Luke 6:41-45. 
 
Romans 12:16 says, “Live in harmony with each other.  Don’t try to act important, but enjoy 

the company of ordinary people.  And don’t think you know it all!” 

 
Why do we strive to achieve greatness?  Is it to prove to ourselves and others that we are of 
importance? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Philippians 2:3-4. 
 
Galatians 6:3-5 says, “If you think you are too important…you are only fooling yourself.  You 

are really a nobody.  Be sure to do what you should, for then you will enjoy the personal 
satisfaction of having done your work well, and you won’t need to compare yourself to 
anyone else.  For we are each responsible for our own conduct.” 

 
How does God view pride? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Proverbs 8:13. How does pride affect your relationship with God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By definition, pride is “undue confidence in and attention to one’s own skills, accomplishments, 
state, possessions, or position.”3  Read Matthew 23:5-12 and Luke 18:9-14.  Who does pride call 
attention to?  What acts of service was the Pharisee seeking recognition for? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever strived to be noticed? How do you react when the “great” things you do go 
unnoticed? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In review, what is a disciple of Christ to deny? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We want Christ to become more, but we don’t want to become less.  We want to give our lives to 
His service—but without sacrifice. 
 

 
 

                                                 
3 The Master Study Bible (KJV). Nashville, Tennessee: Cornerstone Bible Publishers, 2001. B-407. 
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TRUE HUMILITY 
 

Define humility.   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Philippians 2:5-11. 
 
Read the following verses and list how Christ’s humility is displayed. 
 

 Isaiah 53:2 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 Isaiah 53:3 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 Matthew 8:20 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 Matthew 13:53-58 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 John 13:5 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Luke 14:7-11.  According to this passage, what is promised to the humble? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
First Peter 5:5b-6 says, “Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with 

humility, for ‘God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  Therefore humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all 

your care upon Him, for He cares for you” (NKJV). 
 
In closing, read James 4:5-10. 
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UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER 
 

As we have learned, to surrender unconditionally means to yield your personal rights and will to 
the Lord without conditions or limitations; to fully give your life to the Lord for His service.  Just 
as a bondslave has willingly transferred ownership of his life to his master, so must we in our walk 
with the Risen Lord.  By His grace, we are able to put aside our selfish ambition, shouldering our 
cross as we follow.  As you yield to the Master’s will, you will reach the maximum outpouring of 
God in your life; “full usefulness in His service, and deep fellowship with Him.”4  Review Mark 
10:43-45. 
 
First Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were 
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” 
(NKJV). 

                                                 
4 Stanley, Charles. “Unconditional Surrender.” In Touch. (September 2005): 37. 

 


