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Unconditional Surrender 
Lesson Six: Selfishness 

 
“Whatever we do, it is because Christ’s love controls us.  Since we believe that Christ died 
for everyone, we also believe that we have all died to the old life we used to live.  He died 
for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live to please themselves.  

Instead, they will live to please Christ, who died and was raised for them” (2 Corinthians 5:14-
15). 
 
A selfish individual is described as being excessively concerned with his own advantage, pleasure, and 
well-being with little regard for others.1 Demanding his own way is not uncommon.  Oftentimes this 
arises from a concern for his own welfare “rather than the needs of others and the purposes of 
God.”2 
 
How do you allow the following to keep you from a life of unconditional surrender? 

 Advantage: Gain, benefit, status, recognition. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 Pleasure: Gratification, enjoyment, satisfaction. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 Well-Being: Happiness, health, comfort, and security. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Review Mark 8:34-37.  What command does the Lord give to those who desire to follow Him?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do we lose our life in the pursuit of worldly ambitions? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

IN PURSUIT OF SELF 
 

Read Mark 10:35-45.  What did James and John believe their request would grant them? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. Springfield, Massachusetts: Merriam-Webster Inc., Publishers, 1985. 1066. 
2 The Master Study Bible (KJV). Nashville, Tennessee: Cornerstone Bible Publishers, 2001. B-453. 
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Did they understand the cost of greatness? Do you?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does Jesus respond to their appeal for self-promotion? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Numbers 12:1-16.  Is grumbling about another an attempt to raise yourself up? Explain. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-5.  Did Aaron and Miriam have the love of God or the love of self residing 
in their hearts at that moment? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read James 4:1-3. 
 
Read Luke 10:38-41.  In her service, Martha became distracted by the tasks she believed needed to 
be done. Could Martha have been worried that if she didn’t act as the ultimate hostess her 
reputation as such would suffer?  Does her complaint reflect her ambitions, good or bad? How? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did the comforts she was providing for Jesus cause her to miss what was important?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus rebukes her as if to say, “I just want you, not your good intent.” 
 
Read Matthew 6:1-21. According to this passage, for what reason(s) does the selfish individual 
serve God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What instructions are given regarding giving, prayer, fasting, and possessions in order to promote 
God’s glory rather than our own? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Why do you desire to unconditionally surrender to God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Take a moment to reflect on your relationship with the Lord. Is your intention simply to glorify 
Him and bring honor to His name, or to advance yourself by His power? 
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
SELFLESS 

 
John 3:30 says, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (NKJV). This is not possible while you 
are sitting on the throne!  Control has to be relinquished.  You must be self-giving and self-
sacrificing; willing to forsake this life and all that it has to offer you.  The disciple must be willing to 
refuse recognition, gratification, and comfort in order to advance the kingdom. 
 
In Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus Christ refused the lures of life that Satan offered Him in the wilderness.  
In Mark 14:1-9, Mary refused to let the pleasures money could buy stop her from giving selflessly. 
 
Philippians 2:3-4 says, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not 

only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others” (NKJV). Reread the passage, 
replacing “others” with “Christ”. 
 
In closing, read Romans 15:1-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


