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The Master’s Court 
 
Mephibosheth peered over his shoulder to see the land he had called home for many years 
fade into the distance. The journey that would decide his fate had begun. There would be 
no turning back, no more hiding; he must go before the king. With every step 
Mephibosheth saw the piercing eyes of King David in his mind, disappointed and full of 
wrath. It was as if he could hear the judgment fall from his lips: “Cast the cripple out of my 
sight. He is deserving of nothing but death!” 
 
Along with his thoughts, the path to the kingdom was unrelenting. Each mountain top 
revealed yet another valley that had to be crossed. Although the sight of an approaching 
valley may strike fear and despair in our hearts, these “valleys” are oftentimes the means 
God uses to prepare us for future blessing.   
 
What does the valley represent in your life? Do you feel as if you are being led through the 
lowland now? ____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does the valley prepare your heart to receive from the King? ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
It is during the hardest parts of our journey that we begin to realize our absolute need for 
our Savior and King. It is in the lowland that the heart is humbled as our true condition is 
laid bare before our eyes.  
 
In the city of Jerusalem, Mephibosheth would receive great blessing, restoration, and 
renewal. It is interesting to note that all this would occur in a palace that lies below the 
mountain top.1  
 
Read Psalm 125:2. What are you assured of as you walk through the valley? ____________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Record Philippians 1:6. ____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Before the Throne 
 

With first sight of the kingdom, Mephibosheth’s heart began to beat anxiously. The 
journey had brought to the surface the depravity, inadequacies, and fears he had hidden 
deep in his heart. And now it was time to face them all.  
 
Is there something in your life that causes fear or resistance in your heart when 
approaching the Lord? _____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
1 The City of David lies in the lower Southeast portion of Jerusalem. 
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Escorted by the king’s servants, Mephibosheth stood just outside the throne room. And 
then, the doors are pushed open to reveal David, the king, sitting upon the throne, high 
and lifted up, shining in all of his glory, splendor, and majesty. 
 
Imagine yourself in Mephibosheth’s place. As you look upon the King what is your 
reaction? ________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In light of His brilliance what do you see in yourself? ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What feelings begin to surface as you stand before Him? ___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look back at Lesson One. How is “crippled” defined? Have your “crippled feet” become 
more apparent? ___________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second Samuel 9:6a says, “Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of 
Saul, had come to David, he fell on his face and prostrated himself” (NKJV). 
 
To “prostrate” yourself is to stretch out with your face on the ground in adoration or 
submission; to be completely overcome, lacking vitality, will, or power to rise.2 This act 
acknowledges the King’s greatness and your depravity, desperation, and powerlessness.  
 
How is prostration displayed in the following verses? What similarities do you see between 
each man’s reaction and Mephibosheth’s? 
 

Exodus 3:5-6 _____________________________________________________________ 

Job 40:3-5 _______________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 6:1-5 ______________________________________________________________  

 
 

Restored 
 

As Mephibosheth lay motionless before the throne, David steps down and lifts his head. 
Looking into his eyes he says, “Mephibosheth?” 
 
Mephibosheth’s eyes turn quickly away as he responds: “Here is your servant!” With the 
gentleness of a father, David says, “Don’t be afraid...” (2 Samuel 9:7, NIV). 
 
Just when we think He is ready to cast us away… 

                                                 
2 Merriam-Webster, Inc: Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. Eleventh ed. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, Inc., 2003 
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“For I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to 
you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table 
continually”  
(2 Samuel 9:7, NKJV).  
 
What replaced the disappointment and wrath Mephibosheth had seen so clearly in his 
mind? __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
Time stood still as Mephibosheth realized that David was restoring to him all that had been 
stripped away during his life in the barren land. If you’ll remember, this was a land of 
fruitlessness, desolation, and emptiness. This meant that David would trade fruitlessness 
for abundance… desolation for happiness, joy, pleasure, and contentment… emptiness for 
meaning, value, worth, and significance.  
 
According to Proverbs 22:4, what posture of the heart leads to restoration? ____________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Joel 2:25-26 says, “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the crawling locust, the consuming locust, and the chewing locust…You shall eat in 
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God who has dealt 
wondrously with you; and My people shall never be put to shame” (NKJV).   
 
Read the following verses and list all that the King desires to restore to you. 
 
Job 33:26 _______________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 23:3 ______________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 51:12 _____________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 57:15-19 ___________________________________________________________ 

Jeremiah 30:17 ___________________________________________________________ 

 
Mephibosheth’s life could have been one lived on the mountaintop… perfect health, honor 
and prestige, wealth and happiness. But had this been so, he never would have known 
what it truly meant to be “brought” into the Master’s court.  
 
In closing, Psalm 116:5-9 says, “Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes, our God is 
merciful. The Lord preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me. Return to 
your rest, O my soul, for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. For You have 
delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the living” (NKJV). 
 


