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“My Love for You is Jealous” 
 
At a marriage ceremony, promises of fidelity and life-long devotion are made between a 
bride and groom. Similarly, when you pledge your life to Jesus Christ, becoming His bride, 
you enter into an eternal commitment. Of the many emotions you may feel, jealousy for 
your partner’s exclusive affection and loyalty is natural and necessary. The Lord’s jealousy is 
not like the world’s selfish possessiveness, but rather, an overwhelming desire for your 
devotion. When anything is allowed into your relationship that draws you away from Him, 
ultimately taking His place, the result is idolatry.  
 
Deuteronomy 4:23-24 says, “Be careful not to forget the covenant of the Lord your God that he made 
with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the Lord your God has forbidden. For 
the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God” (NIV). 
 
You may typically think of idolatry as the worship of a physical object as a god. But the sin 
of idolatry is multifaceted; it is not only putting something before God, but attempting to 
mold Him to fit your agenda. When you place your ideals ahead of God’s, who is on the 
throne of your heart? _______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Betrayal 
 

Mark 11:11 says, “And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple. So when He had looked around at 
all things, as the hour was already late, He went out into Bethany with the twelve.” 

 
Read Matthew 21:12-17. No doubt the Lord walked away remembering the last time He had 
physically cleansed the temple (John 2:13-22). Corruption had seeped its way in again; inwardly 
defiling it and its people.  
 
Think of a time when you felt as if you had conquered a specific sin in your life only to 
return to it later. What happened?    
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In verse 13, Jesus called this opportune market place a “den of thieves”. What were the religious 
leaders stealing from the people? ______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What tactics has the world used to pull your attention away from true worship and 
consecrated devotion to God?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Interestingly, the word “Pharisee” came from a word that means to separate.1 How far we 
can fall! 
 
 

 
1 Wiersbe, Warren W., The Bible Exposition Commentary/ New Testament, Volume 1. Colorado Springs, Colorado: Cook 
Communications Ministries, 2001, c 1989. 83. 
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Read Matthew 23:1-7. In each verse the Lord exposes the Pharisees ambitions and desires.  
What striking similarities exist in your heart? _____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reread verses 5-7. How can placing importance on these things separate you from God? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Message states Luke 6:26 this way: “There’s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of 
others, saying what flatters them, doing what indulges them. Popularity contests are not truth contests—look 
how many scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors! Your task is to be true, not popular.” 
 
Read Matthew 23:23-24. The Pharisees were experts in the area of religious activity. It is easy 
to become so concerned with little details that we miss the greater lessons to be learned. 
Martha was one such woman. Read the account in Luke 10:38-42. 
 
In what ways do you put your agenda before the Lord? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Matthew 23:25-28. Why are we so careful to keep the outside of the cup clean?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Defilement comes from within. Like the Pharisees, we can outwardly appear to be righteous, 
but inwardly be filled with the vilest of sins. Read 1 Samuel 16:7. What is more important to 
God: your appearance or the condition of your heart? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Matthew 23:37-39. “I wanted to…but you were not willing.” Unwillingness to remove 
excessive attachment to anything that hinders your relationship with God is idolatry. What is 
stubbornness likened to in 1 Samuel 15:22-23? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Has anything changed in your life since the last time God cleansed His temple?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 6:15-20. 
 
 

Jealous Love 
 

In Matthew 23:37, Jesus likened himself to a hen gathering her chicks. In His Word, a bird is 
a symbol of God’s meticulous concern for His people. Christ’s vigilance in guarding your 
relationship is sometimes demonstrated in ways that may seem brash. Loyalty, faithfulness, 
devotion, and commitment are not taken lightly by the Lord. Exodus 34:14 says, “Do not 
worship any other god, because I, the LORD, tolerate no rivals” (GNB). 
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Jealousy in the world is a feeling based on a perceived advantage—yours. But God 
demonstrated His strong desire and deep devotion for you by putting Himself last, so that 
you could be with Him forever. God’s Word leaves no room for doubting His unrelenting 
commitment. Song of Solomon 7:10 says, “I am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me.” 
 
In closing, read Hosea 14:1-9. 


