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Bestowed Kindness 
 
Second Samuel 9:1-3 says, “Now David said, ‘Is there still anyone who is left of the house 
of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?’ And there was a servant of 
Saul whose name was Ziba. So when they had called him to David, the king said to him, 
‘Are you Ziba?’ He said, ‘At your service!’ Then the king said, ‘Is there not still someone 
of the house of Saul, to whom I may show the kindness of God?’ And Ziba said to the 
king, ‘There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet’ ” (NKJV). 
 
Mephibosheth had spent the last 16 years of his life hiding, living as an outcast, ridden by 
shame. The mere thought of King David towering over him, as he stood before the throne, 
was enough to keep him far from the kingdom.  Just like Mephibosheth, our perception of 
God is often the very thing that keeps us from Him. If we envision the King of Kings as an 
all-powerful ruler who is intolerant of sin, we will maintain our distance for fear of the 
consequences. It would seem that the best place for us is out of His reach. How wrong we 
are…  
 
 

False Perceptions 
 

In The Knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozer wrote, “What comes into our minds when we 
think about God is the most important thing about us.”  
 
Why do you think this is the most important aspect of your life? What does your view of 
God affect? ______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you conceive God to be like? _________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did you form your current views of God? Was it through a parent/child relationship, 
a pastor or teacher, through experience, or by some other means? What did you learn? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
Others are never to blame for the false ideas we have created about God. However, until we 
come face to face with Truth, the words others speak and the example they set do play an 
integral part in the formation of our beliefs, our judgment, our attitude, and our outlook 
on life. Mephibosheth’s grandfather, Saul, was the only example of a king he had witnessed 
up until the point he fled into hiding. 
 
What are the characteristics of a king? Which of these descriptive words do you attribute to 
God? ___________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Do these characteristics draw you closer or cause you to stay further away from Him? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ideally, the king was to be an earthly representative of God. His job was to carry out God’s 
will and ways. The account of Saul’s life, written in 1 Samuel, tells us that he was an angry, 
malicious, jealous, fearful, prideful, and defensive king. On more than one occasion he 
made poor spiritual and moral choices. He made rash, self-serving decisions while 
disobeying God’s command.1 
 
What is the danger in allowing man, experiences, or feelings to determine truth? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
With such a poor example, Mephibosheth had little reason to believe King David was 
anything but cruel. But, had Mephibosheth known David and witnessed the relationship 
between him and his father, his false perceptions would never have taken root. 
 
 

The Covenant 
 

Mephibosheth’s father, Jonathan, shared an extraordinary relationship with David. From 
their first meeting it was obvious that their friendship would be one of brotherly love, 
affection, loyalty, and sacrifice. Read the account in 1 Samuel 18:1-4.  
 
When the king’s jealousy turned to rage, David was forced to flee the kingdom. Before his 
departure, a promise of kindness was made between him and Jonathan. Read 1 Samuel 
20:14-17, 41-42; 23:16-18. Describe the covenant made between David and Jonathan. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The Kindness of God 
 

In 1 Samuel 9:1-3, David sought to bestow the kindness of God to any remaining heir of 
King Saul for Jonathan’s sake. The Greek word for “kindness” in this passage is hesed, 
which describes a commonly misunderstood aspect of God’s character: His goodness and 
faithfulness to His chosen people in spite of themselves.  
 
Read the following scriptures and note any words that describe the kindness of God: 
 
Exodus 34:6-7 ____________________________________________________________ 

Numbers 14:18-19 ________________________________________________________ 

Deuteronomy 7:9 _________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
1 For further study see 1 Samuel 15:1-35; 18:1-30; 19:1-18; 20:24-33; 22:6-23; 25:44; 28:3-25. 
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Psalm 86:5, 13, and 15 _____________________________________________________ 

 
“The [hesed] of God is that which disposes Him to be kind, cordial, benevolent, and full of 
goodwill toward men. He is tenderhearted and quick of sympathy, and His unfailing 
attitude toward all moral beings is open, frank, and friendly.”2  
 
Just think, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords looks upon you and says, “I want to show 
you mercy, goodness, faithfulness, and steadfast love. Not because you deserve it, but 
because it brings me great joy to bless you!”  
 
According to Romans 2:4, name one reason God desires to shower you with hesed. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve experienced the kindness of God amidst their sin. (See verses 
15 and 21.) How did God demonstrate hesed in their present circumstance…and in their 
future? _________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Because kindness is a part of God’s character, it never varies in amount or intensity. (See 
Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13:8.) This means that God’s blessings are not always contingent 
upon you! 
 
Do your actions change who God is? Why, then, is it easier to believe that God’s mercy, 
goodness, faithfulness, and love are contingent upon your behaviors rather than upon who 
He is? __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The kindness David desired to bestow on Mephibosheth was not “David’s kindness,” it was 
“the kindness of God.” David understood this to mean that no matter who was brought 
before his throne—no matter what state he was in—he would bestow mercy, goodness, 
faithfulness, and unchanging love upon him. He had made a vow… and now it was time to 
fulfill this promise of kindness to a fearful outcast!  
 
How will your relationship with God change now that you have a fuller understanding of 
His kindness toward you? ___________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In closing, read Lamentations 3:18-26. 

                                                 
2 Tozer, A.W. The Knowledge of the Holy. San Francisco, CA: Harper Collins Publishers, 1961. 82. 


