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Unconditional Surrender 
Lesson Two: Yielding Ourselves 

 
“He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less” (John 3:30). 
 
Yielding is giving all that we have and all that we are to the Lord.  It’s giving up our self, as we 
cease to resist God’s lordship over every area of our life.  By definition, to yield means to give up, 
surrender, submit, to give place; lose precedence, leadership, etc.  Yielding occurs first “in our 
attitude and then is lived out in obedient action.” –Charles Stanley 
 
How do we give way to God in our lives? (Consider the manner in which you yield to traffic.) 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do we become “less and less?” 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Luke 14:25-27.  “But don’t begin until you count the cost” (v.28). 
 

 
SUBMIT 

 
Read John 13:1-17.   
 
What knowledge did Jesus have from the Father that enabled Him to be the servant of all?   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus knew who He was.  Who are you to God?  Does this knowledge make it easier to relinquish 
your selfish ambition?   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did Jesus demonstrate submission to the Father and those around Him?  Do you understand 
why He did this? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why is becoming less so difficult?   
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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What does this indicate about whose opinion you value more…the world’s or God’s? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is revealed about our relationship with God when we will not become less so that Christ (or 
another) may become more? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To RESIST is the antonym for yield.  It means to defy; refuse to go along with.  If we refuse to do 
what God has asked of us, who are we going with? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

SURRENDER 
 

Surrender means yielding your personal rights and will to the Lord.  However, in order to do this 
you must first be willing “to let go.” Only then, will you be able to grasp the life God has called you 
to. Read Luke 9:23-24. 
 
What are you asked to let go of? What are you asked to take up? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read John 12:24-26.  As you yield, what is produced? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you remain as you are, what is produced? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What must be surrendered so that Christ may be exalted in your life? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Matthew 10:37-39 and Luke 9:57-62.  Consider each of these things… 
 
What “things” do you put before your relationship with God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Mark 10:17-27.  What did the rich man yield to? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are there consequences if you do not yield the things God has asked you to? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In review, read Romans 6:16. 
 
What do you treasure most in your life?  Can you imagine sacrificing it to the Lord? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How could Christ have become “greater and greater” the moment the rich man was asked to 
surrender?  How can Christ become greater in your life? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

SACRIFICE 
 

Read Mark 10:28-31.  Verse 28 says, “Then Peter began to mention all that he and the other 

disciples had left behind.  ‘We’ve given up everything to follow you.’ ”   
 
“Tradition tells us that [Peter] was crucified, but before he was crucified he was forced to watch the 
crucifixion of his wife. The traditionalist Eusebius, in historical writing said, “He stood at the foot 
of his wife’s cross and kept repeating to her, ‘Remember the Lord, remember the Lord.’ And after 
she had died, he himself was crucified upside down because he was unworthy to die like his Lord.”1 
 
Do you think Peter realized he was giving his life and the life of his wife to the Lord when he first 
accepted Jesus’ invitation? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read John 21:18-19.  Would you turn back if the Lord spoke these words to you? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus replies with an encouraging word, “Whatever you give up now you will receive in return…a 
hundred times over!” 
 
Jesus was willing to give up His life so that all who believe may have life.  Will you give Christ His 
rightful place in your life?  Will you surrender all to Him? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                 
1 MacArthur, John. Peter: A Lesson in Leadership, Matthew 10:2. Panorama City, CA: Grace to You, 2008. Available online at: 
http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/2271 
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You will give up nothing in this life that can compare with the priceless gain of knowing Jesus 
Christ. 
 
In closing, read Philippians 3:7-11 


