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“My Love Will Bring You Back” 
 
Peter saw his heart as it truly was the night he denied Christ. No doubt the days that 
followed were filled with many tears, regrets, and sorrows, as Peter experienced the grief and 
pain that comes when the flesh is cut away. But when he sought repentance, healing began. 
Jesus would remind him what it meant to surrender his life and all that he had to His 
direction. Afterward, Peter was restored and renewed with more passion and vigor than ever 
before. He went on to become one the most influential leaders of the early church.  
 
 

Cut Away 
 

The Lord reveals the true condition of your heart with the intent to refine you. When He 
chastens you it is to instruct, change wrong behaviors, and bring about repentance. 
Webster’s Dictionary states that the purpose of chastening is to cause one to be more 
humble and restrained. Chastening can also be described as pruning—the cutting away of 
attitudes, actions, and behaviors that are not pleasing to the Lord. Read John 15:1-2.  
 
Deuteronomy 30:6 says, “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.” The 
Hebrew word used for “heart” describes the entire disposition of the inner person that God 
can discern.1 
 
Read Hebrews 4:12-13.  
 
Peter believed he was more spiritually mature than he was. But Jesus saw his heart. Thinking 
back to Peter’s denial in Luke 22:54-62, do you think he believed he was capable of doing 
such a thing? Why or why not? _______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What was the Lord “cutting away” in Peter so that he could bear more fruit? 2   
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
According to Hebrews 12:10-11, what else does chastening produce in you? 
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proverbs 3:11-12 says, “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor detest His correction; for 
whom the Lord loves He corrects, just as a father the son in whom he delights.”  

 
 

Forgiveness 
 

Admitting our failure is the first step to finding forgiveness and restoration. 1 Corinthians 
15:5 tells us that Peter was the first of the eleven to meet with Jesus after He had risen. 

                                                 
1Baker, Warren and Eugene Carpenter, ed.. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 
2003. H3824 
2 Peter was naturally impulsive, presumptuous, and self-seeking. See Matthew 14:28; 16:22; 17:4; 19:27 and John 13:8; 18:10 for examples. 
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Imagine yourself in Peter’s place. How would you react and what would you say as you 
looked into the eyes of the One you had betrayed? ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________   
  
Read Job 5:17-18. After a time of chastening, the Lord has promised to bind your wounds 
and bring healing, but this can take time. Discipline can leave you feeling weak and weary. 
You may experience grief, sorrow, or a multitude of other emotions as you realize the 
condition of your heart. Yet one thing is sure: your strength will be renewed and your vigor 
will return, but this time empowered by the Lord. Read God’s promise in Isaiah 40:29-31.  
 
The word renew implies an extensive remaking so that what had become faded or 
disintegrated seems like new. The following are synonyms for renew. 

 Restore is the return to an original state after depletion or loss. 
 Refresh is the supplying of something necessary to restore lost strength, 

animation, or power. 
 Renovate is a renewing by cleansing, repairing or rebuilding. 
 Rejuvenation is the restoration of youthful vigor, powers, and appearance.3  

 
…and the Lord intends to do all this in your life, just as He did in Peter’s. As we continue 
our study, look for evidences of God’s faithfulness to bring you back. Read Jeremiah 31:3. 
 

 
Lessons Learned 

 
Read John 21:1-14. Peter and six others labored and toiled all night but caught nothing. 
When morning came, a mysterious man shouted from the shore, “Friends, have you caught any 
fish?” (NLT). And they replied, “No.”   
 
And then He said, “Throw your net on the other side.” Peter’s mind must have raced back 
to the time Jesus called him to be His disciple. Read Luke 5:1-11. What qualities do you see 
in Peter’s early walk that would be imperative to who he was to become? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An important lesson was being taught: Jesus was reminding them of their need for Him. For 
without Him they could do nothing (John 15:5). Have you acknowledged your need for the 
Lord in every area of your life? Do your actions reflect it? ___________________________  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lamentations 3:40-41 says, “Let us search out and examine our ways, and turn back to the Lord; let us 
lift our hearts and hands to God in heaven.”  
 
There was another lesson to be learned. When the disciples reached land, Jesus had prepared 
a fire of coal, complete with bread and fish. And yet He says, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.” Jesus does not need your “fish”, but He does desire that you give back all He 
has given to you.  

 
 

                                                 
3 Merriam- Webster, Inc: Merriam- Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 9h ed. Springfield., Mass., U.S.A. :Merriam- Webster, 1985, c1983 
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Restored 
 

Continue reading in John 21, ending with verse 25.  
 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these? Feed My lambs.” “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 
Me? Tend My sheep.” “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me? Feed My sheep.”  “Then follow Me.” 
 
Sometimes you must go where you do not want to go and be lead down paths you do not 
desire to be on. But had Peter not experienced the Lord’s refining work, he would not have 
gone on to greater fruitfulness. Although chastening is painful for the moment, He does it 
because He takes great delight in you—He loves you too much to leave you the way you are.  
 
In closing, Hebrews 12:12-13 says, “So take a new grip with your tired hands and stand firm on your 
shaky legs. Mark out a straight path for your feet. Then those who follow you, though they are weak and 
lame, will not stumble and fall but will become strong” (NLT).  


