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“My Love Prevails” 
 
With their every move, she struggled to keep her arms from reaching upward to catch Him 
in case they lost their grip. Under her breath she whispered, “Don’t drop Him. Don’t drop 
Him.” “Not too rough. Gently. Wrap Him gently.” When they were finished, she followed 
on the heels of Joseph and Nicodemus as they carried Jesus to the tomb and placed His 
broken body on the slab of stone. Every detail was vivid in her mind (Luke 23:55) as the stone 
was rolled into place. Mary Magdalene’s eyes filled with tears once again.   
 
Read Matthew 27:57-61.  
 
Focusing on the purposes of God can be difficult when we are faced with challenging 
circumstances. Naturally, we fix our eyes on the obstacles and attacks of the enemy, rather 
than on the plans God has to bring about the ultimate good for our lives. When we are 
distracted by our circumstances we will not hear the promises of victory, nor will we see 
those who have been placed in our path to offer reassurance. But He knows how frail we 
truly are—and He will meet us there. Look up. His love prevails.  
 
 

The Stone 
 

In our text, the stone represents an obstacle—a barrier, an obstruction, a blockage, problem, 
difficulty, hindrance, or complication—that can leave us feeling discouraged and defeated. 
What does the stone represent in your life? If it could be moved, what lies on the other side? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Kill, Steal, and Destroy 
 

Read Matthew 27:62-66. 
 
In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells the disciples four times that He will rise again.1 Read 
Matthew 17:22-23. What did they focus on despite the reassurance they had been given? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When we forget the words of Christ, the enemy remembers. Jesus’ words were so vivid to 
those who battled against Him that even in death He posed a threat. The enemy’s aim is to 
kill, steal, and destroy—and the chief priests and Pharisees were setting out to accomplish 
his work. See John 8:44 and 10:10. In what ways do you see their father working through 
them? __________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What methods has the enemy used in an attempt to kill your hope, steal your joy, and put 
you out of the way—rendering you useless for the kingdom of God? __________________ 
________________________________________________________________________     
________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
1 See also Matthew 16:21, 20:19, and 26:32. 
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Even when the enemy comes against us in all his might, our victory is sure. In Genesis 3:15, 
we are told that, although Satan would bruise the heel of mankind, Christ would crush his 
head. He will prevail, triumph over, be victorious, succeed, overcome, reign, exist, and win 
through!  
 

 
Distracted 

 
Read John 20:1-10. 
 
When we are unsure, it is easy to make false assumptions. What did Mary assume had 
happened to Jesus? ________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reacting hastily can also stir up unnecessary emotions. What emotions must Mary have been 
experiencing? According to Philippians 4:6-7, what should be our first reaction?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Record Psalm 46:5 and 46:10a in the space provided. ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Continue reading in John 20, verses 11-18. 
 
Mary was overwhelmed by her circumstances—focused on what seemed wrong and out of 
place, overtaken by emotion, unable to remember the promises Jesus had given, and unable 
to see the assurance He placed in front of her. Two angels, clothed in shining white 
garments, now stood at the head and foot of where the body of Jesus had lain, but she did 
not see.  
 
What other evidence was there to assure Mary? (Remember, she had observed every detail 
when Jesus was laid in the tomb.) _____________________________________________ 
 
Have you missed the assurances the Lord has provided? Think back over the course of your 
current challenge. What or who has the Lord placed in your path to assure you that His 
promises will prevail? ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Look Unto Me 
 

Isaiah 42:3 says, “He will not crush those who are weak or quench the smallest hope” (NLT). 
 
In verse 14 of our text it says, “Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, and did not know that it was Jesus.” The Greek word for “around” is opiso, which means “to 
turn back.”2 This is the same word used in John 6:66 and Philippians 3:13. Mary was at a 
crossroads—would she change direction and lose heart, or would she press forward?  
 

                                                 
2 Zodhiates, Spiros, ed. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament.  Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 1992. G3694 
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For the second time in her life3, she desperately needed Jesus. And at just the right moment 
He appeared and said, “Mary!”  Read Psalm 73:21-26. 
 
In Mark 16:3-4, we find the women discussing who would roll away the stone. What they did 
not realize was that the obstacle had already been removed. When they discovered this, 
where was their focus? _____________________________________________________ 
 
Read 1 John 5:4-5. Who are those who prevail? ___________________________________ 
 
In closing, read Romans 8:35-39.  

                                                 
3 See Luke 8:2 


