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“My Love is Beyond Your Understanding” 
 

Faith requires trust in God to accomplish what is beyond our own ability to understand. 
Without trust, our beliefs are based merely on what we see and know to be true. If we do 
not believe that God is who He claims to be, we have no reason to trust that, despite our 
circumstances, He will do what He has promised.  
 
Trust is defined as assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or 
something; one in which confidence is placed; dependence on something future or 
contingent: HOPE.1  
 
If asked, you would probably say that you trust God. But, the true test comes—and it will—
when you are faced with adversity that challenges the promises you hold on to. In what ways 
have you been tested to hold fast to your beliefs? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________  
 
Those who looked upon the crucified Savior had a choice to make, just as you do: will you 
still believe, or will you turn away?  
 
 

Trapped 
 

Wrong ideas about faith can serve as a trap of the enemy to cause distrust in our relationship 
with God. By examining those who surrounded Jesus just hours before His death, our 
conceptions of faith are brought to light. Begin by reading Luke 23:33-39. 
 
Identify the people who “stood looking on.” Note their reactions as they looked upon Jesus. 

1. (v.35) ___________________________________________________________ 

2. (vv.36-37) _______________________________________________________ 

3. (v.39) ___________________________________________________________ 

 
Trap #1: It’s unseen, so it can’t be trusted. 
In Mark 15:32 the religious leaders mocked Jesus and said, “Let the Christ, the King of Israel, 
descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” See and believe?  
 
Read Mark 8:11-12. Four thousand had just been miraculously fed by the hand of Jesus. Yet, 
the religious leaders needed one more reason to believe.    
 
Record the description of faith listed in Hebrews 11:1. _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Visual demonstrations of the Lord’s power will not always cause us to believe in Him, but 
rather, lead us to trust in the works themselves. Has the enemy used this tactic to cause 
distrust in your relationship with God? If so, how? ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 
1 Merriam- Webster, Inc: Merriam- Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. Springfield., Mass., U.S.A. :Merriam- Webster, 1996, c1993 
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Trap #2: God is not who He claims to be. 
Along with the religious leaders, the soldiers challenged Jesus’ identity. If we are not assured 
of His nature, we have no reason to trust Him.  
 
The Greek word translated “evidence” in Hebrews 11:1 means “a proof, that by which a thing 
is proved or tested.”2 Read Luke 5:17-26. How has Jesus proven His identity in your life? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Trap #3: God is not worthy of your trust. 
In Matthew 27:41-43, the enemy shouted, “He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will 
have Him…” The enemy will attempt to assault our identification in Christ by pointing out 
our hardships. He whispers, “Surely, no child of God should suffer like this.”  
 
Read Hebrews 11:13, 35-39. What were these “children of God” required to endure?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What was their trust in God based upon? Read Hebrews 11:6. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Trap #4: God will not perform that which He has promised. 
Read Luke 23:40-43. Meditate on what the criminal had seen. With Jesus’ whereabouts in 
mind, why was the declaration of the criminal’s faith so astounding? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The criminal forsook all that he had witnessed and trusted that Jesus was indeed the Savior. 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:7. Will you keep believing and keep trusting when everything around 
you tells you to give up and lose heart? _________________________________________ 
 
Psalm 37:5 says, “Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.” 
 
 

Looking Upon the Savior 
 

Continue reading in Luke 23, verses 44-49. Again, list those who stood looking on and note 
their responses. 

1. (v.47) ___________________________________________________________ 

2. (v.48) ___________________________________________________________ 

3. (v.49) ___________________________________________________________ 

 
Covered in a shroud of darkness, the centurion glorified God. Why did this require courage? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                 
2Strong, James: The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: Showing Every Word of the Text of the Common English Version of the Canonical Books, and 
Every Occurrence of Each Word in Regular Order. electronic ed. Ontario : Woodside Bible Fellowship., 1996, S. G1650 
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Read Psalm 18:28 and John 12:46. Why can we trust God when all odds are against us? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As was stated earlier, trusting in God is a choice. For those in the crowd who were receptive, 
what they witnessed increased their faith, but for those whose hearts were hardened the 
greatest of signs did nothing. You also have a choice to make. Will you place your 
confidence in Him or will you turn away? _______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 19:31-37 concludes with this statement, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.” Like 
the soldier, the women stood at a distance looking upon the cross—looking to Him. To turn 
our eyes away from all that seems impossible, all that is beyond our understanding, and to fix 
them on Jesus, is what it means to have faith. Will you trust Him?  
 
In closing, read Romans 4:20-21.  


