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Unconditional Surrender 
Lesson One: Obedience 

 
“It is a message to obey, not just listen to.  If you don’t obey, you are only fooling yourself.  
For if you just listen and don’t obey, it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing 
nothing to improve your appearance.  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you 
look like.  But if you keep looking steadily into God’s perfect law—the law that sets you 
free—and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for 

doing it” (James 1:22-25). 

 

Obedience is carrying out the word and will of one in authority or control.  To those who have 
surrendered their life to Jesus Christ, this means hearing God’s Word and acting accordingly.  
Obedience is a conscious choice to walk in God’s ways.  Although our flesh is weak, it is our faith 
in Christ that makes submission to His Word possible.  We are “free to obey out of love, not 
necessity, and through God’s power, not [our] own.”1  Our devotion and love for God are 
demonstrated not by our words, but through our actions. 
 
How important is obedience in your walk with Christ? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How important is obedience to God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How is obedience demonstrated in your life? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Romans 6:16-23. 

 
 

DISOBEDIENCE 
 

Disobedience is an unwillingness to act out God’s words to us.  It almost always includes setting the 
desires of our flesh above the will of God.  Disobedience includes doing what the Lord has told us 
not to do and not doing what He has told us to do. 
 
Read Genesis 3, and then answer the following questions: 
 
Why did Eve eat the fruit?  Why did Adam?   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                 
1 Wilson, Neil S., ed., The Handbook of Bible Application.  Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1992. 442. 
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What were the consequences? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who was affected by their disobedience?  How does your disobedience affect those around you? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does disobedience affect your relationship with God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is the result of sin worth the momentary gratification it brings? ...Is it ever worth it? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
John 14:23-24 says, “All those who love me will do what I say.  My Father will love them, and 

we will come to them and live with them.  Anyone who doesn’t love me will not do what I 
say…” 

 
 

PARTIAL OBEDIENCE? 

 
Isaiah 42:20 says, “You see and understand what is right but refuse to act on it.  You hear, but 

you don’t really listen.” 

 

Read 1 Samuel 15:1-23.   
 
What was Saul’s sin against God?   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is disobedience likened to? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“What is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to 

his voice?” (v. 22).    
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Does this change your view of disobedience?  Why or why not? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 4:4 says we are to live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God, not by the 
words we choose to implement. 
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Read Matthew 21:28-31.  “Which of the two sons was obeying his father?” (v.31). 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is God interested in lip service?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Isaiah 29:13. 

 
SUPREME OBEDIENCE 

 
Jesus in the Garden…Read Matthew 26:36-46, and then answer the following questions: 
 
Do you believe that a loving God would ask you to drink the cup of suffering, to lay down your life 
so that He might be glorified? Why or why not? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you tend to dictate to the Lord what consequences you will or will not face? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What does setting terms of obedience indicate about your devotion to Christ? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Oftentimes our obedience to God’s will requires great sacrifice from our loved ones. How does 
your obedience “cost” the ones you love? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Philippians 2:5-11 and 1 John 2:3-6. 
 
 

THE CHOICE OF LIFE OR DEATH 
 

Read Romans 5:12-19, then 5:1-2. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 30:11-20. 
 
In closing, read Psalm 119:33-35. 


